WHERE: T& Ananuiarau Bay,
Littie Barrier Island
EN: 16 July 2014
mlnﬁﬂT REPORT: Four surfers
rescued from sinking vessel by

Coastguard Kawau

An early morning surfing trip
went awry for four friends - but
Coastguard Kawau brought them
all home safely.

The four surfers were on board their catamaran when it
developed a crack in the hull. The water started rushing in; they
started bailing but were having trouble keeping up, and made a
5.30am distress call to the Coastguard operations centre.

Coastguard volunteers were paged and soon arrived on the
scene near Te Ananuiarau Bay. Three of the passengers were
transferred onto the Coastguard rescue vessel Kawau Rescue,
where one was given first aid treatment for a hand injury. The
others were treated for severe seasickness.
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THANK YOU!

The catamaran'’s skipper and Coastguard volunteers stayed
on board and worked to stop the flow of water. Coastguard
duty officer Mark Leevers said it was “touch and go out
there” as they battled to keep the vessel afloat. Working
together, they managed to tow the vessel back to Omaha.

“The fact they had the right gear (lifejackets and extra
flotation devices) including reliable forms of communication
meant they were able to call for help and we were able to
respond immediately,” Mark Leevers said.

Thanks to your support our volunteers can be
‘rescue ready’ at any time — prepared for anything!

PATRICK HOLMES
CEO, Coastguard New Zealand

Our volunteers were there when it
mattered - thanks to you!

For Christine and Brett Henderson, a perfect day out on the water
almost ended in tragedy. Her boys, Beau and Ryan, headed out on
the family boat with two friends. They planned to set some cray pots
and stay overnight on Mayor Island.

They were never far from Christine’s mind and like any mum she
wanted to be sure they were safe and enjoying themselves.

She sent them a lighthearted text message, but was chilled by
the reply. It said simply “OMG, we've hit a rock.”

A deep swell had washed the boat onto a jagged outcrop, tearing a
hole in the hull. It started taking on a lot of water and the four friends
jumped overboard, into seas cold enough to take your breath away.
Very soon the boat sank completely, taking with it all of their gear.
They started to swim slowly towards land, in shock and battling

the pitch black conditions and icy water.
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Coastguard Whangamata

Just twenty four minutes after the group abandoned their
boat, Coastguard Whangamata arrived in their rescue
vessel GJ Gardner Ranger. They hauled the four friends
onto the deck of the rescue vessel and brought them
safely home.

“It was fantastic that they came to rescue us, we could
have been facing a very long cold night on the rocks,” said
Beau. Christine told us, “the Coastguard volunteers were
amazing. | could have lost my family that night.”

Qur volunteers are there when it matters, thanks to your
support. Thank you for being a lifesaver!
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Coastguard sponsor ASB is committed to saving lives and
is offering free lifesaving workshops at ASB branches over
the summer. The St John workshops will show how to use
a heart defibrillator and provide CPR.

See www.asb.co.nz/stjohn

2014 SUMMER THANK YOU FOR SAVING LIVES!

Who would steal something from
a Coastguard crew?

Five year old Tyler Dale, from Auckland, was dismayed when he
heard that Coastguard Mana's outboard motor had been stolen
from Mana Marina.

He knew they'd be unable to help people in danger. So he
asked his dad if he could send them the contents of his coin jar.
Together, Tyler and his dad sent a donation to help the Mana
crew perform rescues again.

When Tyler's donation arrived, Coastguard Mana's Acting
President Mark Presling was blown away by Tyler's big heart.
Mark wrote to Tyler and sent him socme pictures of the crew.
And then he did something amazing; Mark contacted Tyler's
local unit, Coastguard Howick, and arranged an experience
Tyler will remember for the rest of this life — a trip out on
board Howick Rescue 1.

The great news is that Coastguard Mana’s stolen outboard
eventually turned up, and their rescue vessel CRV Pelorus will
once again be patrolling the local coastline.
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Thank you Tyler,
and all Coastguard supporters!
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